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As I reached the Panthi. I overheard a classmate's
remark: "I have just learned that this >ear, for the first
time, the required passing mark in English literature has
been lowered,"
I entered the boy's room with such speed that Jhe locked
up in alarm. I questioned him eagerly.
"Long-haired monk," he said laughingly, "why this
sudden interest in scholastic matters? Why cry in the
eleventh hour? But it is true that the passing mark has
just been lowered to 33 points."
A few joyous leaps took me to my own room, where I
sank to my knees and praised the "mathematical perfec-
tions of my Divine Father.
Each day I thrilled with the consciousness cf a Spiritual
Presence that I clearly felt to be guiding me through
Rpmesh. A significant incident occurred in connection
with my examination in the Bengali-language course. One
morning Romesh, who had not coached me in that sub-
ject, called to me as I was leaving the boardinghcase on
my way to the examination hall.
"There is Romesh shouting for you," a classmate said
to me impatiently. "Don't return; we shall be late at the
hall."
Ignoring the advice, I ran back to the house.
"Usually the Bengali examination is easily passed by our
Bengali boys," Romesh said. "But I have just had a hunch
that this year the professors have planned to 4massacre*
the students by asking questions' about the required-read-
ing books." He then briefly outlined two stories from the
life of Vidyasagar, a renowned Bengali philanthropist of
the early nineteenth century.
I thanked Romesh and quickly bicycled to the hall.
There I found that the examination sheet in Bengali
contained two parts. The first instruction wa^: "Gi\e two
instances of the charities of Vidyasagar."* As I transfer-
red to the paper the lore that I had so recently acquired .
I whispered a few words of thanksgiving that I had heeded
* I have forgotten the exact wording of the instruction, hut I
remember that it concerned the stories Romesh had just told me
about Vidyasagar, Because of his erudition Pundit Ishuar Chan-
dra became widely known in Bengal simply by the title of
Vidyasagar ("Ocean of Learning").